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Part II offenses. Additional summary data 
can include property recovered and weapons 
used in specific types of offenses as well as 
summary totals of arrests, classified by sex, 
race, and age grouping of offenders.34

Using UCR data, one can obtain total counts 
of crimes on a city or county level and move 
upward to a state or regional level. One can-
not obtain information on individual crimes, 
offenders, or victims. The U.S. Department of 
Justice sponsors two types of crime measures 
that are based on incidents, rather than report-
ing agencies, as the units of analysis. The first 
crime measure is the Supplementary Homicide 
Reports; the second crime measure is the 
National Incident-Based Reporting System.35

Supplementary Homicide Reports
Homicides are less likely to be underreported compared to other crimes counted in the 
UCR. Homicides are also more likely to result in an arrest or to be cleared than other 
offenses. Finally, compared to other offenses such as forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated 
assault, homicide offense reports are more likely to have details about the incident, such as 
the victims and/or offenders.40 Thus, in the 1960s, the FBI developed the Supplementary 
Homicide Reports (SHR). Since 1976, these data have been archived at the National 
Archive of Criminal Justice Data (NACJD), which is maintained by the University of 
Michigan’s Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR).41

In the Summary Reporting System (SRS) User Manual, SHR collects additional informa-
tion pertaining to the incident, including details of the murder victim and offender, their 
relationship to one another, the weapon used, and the circumstances in each criminal 
homicide.42 For offenses of murder and nonnegligent manslaughter as well as manslaugh-
ter by negligence, reporting agencies include information such as the following: single or 
multiple victims; single, multiple, or unknown offenders; age, sex, race, and ethnicity of 
the victim and offender; description of the weapon and how it was used (e.g., if a bottle 
was used in the commission of a murder, the reporting agency must note whether the per-
son was killed by beating, cutting, or stabbing); relationship of the victim to the offender 
(e.g., in a murder incident where a wife is killed by her husband, the relationship must be 
reported as “wife”); and circumstances (e.g., lover’s quarrel, drunkenness, argument over 
money, revenge, narcotics, gangland killings).43

Modifications of the SHR have been put in place when unusual incidents reveal such a 
need. For instance, the underlying data structure of the SHR allows up to 11 victims and 
11 offenders for each record. In those unusual incidents where a crime involves more 
than 11 homicides, the victim information is repeated over more than one record. If an 
individual does not have any knowledge of the specific incident, it may be difficult to 
determine the separate records involving the same incident:

In April, 1995, an explosion at the Federal Building in Oklahoma City killed 168 
individuals. At the time information was reported to the Supplementary Homicide 
Reporting Program, law enforcement believed three offenders were responsible 
for this act. Following reporting guidelines, the information on this incident in 
the FBI’s 1995 SHR data file was spread over 16 records (15 containing 11 vic-
tims and the last containing 3 victims) with 3 offenders noted on each record. 

1. The UCR is based on offenses reported to _______________.

2. Unknown crimes are referred to as _______________.

3. When more than one Part I offense is classified, the law
enforcement agency must locate the offense that is highest the
list; this is referred to as the _______________.

4. Exceptions to the hierarchy rule are _______________.

Answers located at www.edge.sagepub.com/schram2e

LEARNING CHECK 2.1

Supplementary 
Homicide Reports: 
part of the UCR Program. 
These data provide more 
detailed information on 
the incident (e.g., the 
offender, the victim).


